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Teaching students to think about texts is one of the most important aspects
of being a teacher of literature. Teachers strive for students to think deeply about
texts. Deepening student thinking leads to a greater pursuit of their understanding
of a text. Students thinking about a text is driven by teacher questioning practices
and implementation. Teacher questioning practices could include critical literacy
questioning strategies as a tool to deepen student learning. Learning and
understanding how teacher questioning impacts reading and thinking within their
students, leads to the question: How does asking questions that promote critical
literacy deepen student thinking about a text? It is the basis of the learning for this
Capstone.
Overview of Project
To attempt to answer the question, how does asking questions that
promote critical literacy deepen student thinking about a text?, I have developed a
website of resources for teachers to implement in their classrooms that promotes
deep thinking through questioning and critical literacy practices. The website
houses a basic overview of information about critical literacy and the research
behind why it is important for students to utilize critical literacy in their learning.
The website is filled with sources, articles, books, and videos to give educators
further information on the topic of questioning and how it can boost their
students’ comprehension with questioning and critical literacy strategies. Another
portion of the website includes the critical literacy strategies recommended by the
professionals in the field with questioning examples to go along with each
strategy. The bulk of the website is resources that teachers can use. It aligns with
three text sets within my school district’s reading curriculum and extends upon the
suggested questions in the curriculum. For each text, I have included critical
literacy strategies aligned to the texts.
Purpose
The first and most important purpose for my Capstone Project is to bring
texts that accurately and fairly reflect a diverse set of characters and experiences
to teachers. I learned that both having texts that reflect student perspectives and
having texts that do not reflect, but rather stretch student perspectives is of strong
importance. Bringing forth a diverse set of texts, with worldly viewpoints, for
students to examine to deepen their understanding and perspectives of the texts
was the driving purpose behind my work.
Audience
The intended audience for my project was my third grade team of
teachers. My goal was to expand the text sets already in place and diversify the
books students have contact with during interactive read aloud. My website takes
the texts provided, and applies critical literacy strategies. Additionally, the
website expands the text sets beyond what is provided in the questioning lesson
folders that come along with each text. That being said, my goal was to give a
resource for teachers beyond my team as well. I wanted to give a variety of
different texts for third grade teachers, in or out of the district, for teaching
purposes of a variety of different skills. I also felt that this resource could be used
outside of my school district for any teacher that wants to diversify the read
alouds used with students and needs an accessible database of texts to use with
students.
Website Specifics
The website, Critical Literacy Strategies, which can be found at
https://sites.google.com/hamline.edu/critical-literacy-strategies/home, answers the
question, how does asking questions that promote critical literacy deepen student
thinking about a text?
The Deepening Questions page of the website (see Figure 1), discloses
why questioning is important for teachers and how a higher level thinking
question can have a deep impact on student comprehension of a text. Different
levels of questioning examples are listed as well (see Figure 2) for teachers to
evaluate the level of questioning they are deploying with students while working
with a text.
Figure 1. Website deepening questions page.
Figure 2. Website deepening questions page continued.
An additional page on the website titled Critical Literacy, gives teachers
background on what critical literacy is (see Figure 3). A response to deepened
questioning strategies, critical literacy is one way that teachers can respond to a
need for higher level thinking questions used with an aligned text. Examples of
critical literacy questioning strategies are listed as well (see Figure 4). Teachers
can apply any of these critical literacy strategies to the texts they read with
students.
Figure 3. Website critical literacy page.
Figure 4. Website critical literacy page continued.
The next portion of the website Strategies and Aligned Texts, contains a
variety of texts with aligned critical literacy questioning strategies. The texts were
taken from the Fountas & Pinnell Classroom Interactive Read Aloud sets.
https://www.fountasandpinnell.com/fpc/interactivereadaloud/. The homepage of
this portion of the website gives information about how the text sets are
organized. Each text comes with an Interactive Read-Aloud Lesson Folder with
supplied questions and talking points for teachers to utilize during the interactive
read aloud.
Following the homepage are a few drop down menus with selected texts
from the interactive read aloud sets chosen. I have aligned those texts with critical
literacy questioning strategies specific to each text chosen (see Figure 5). The first
text set is Genre Study: Realistic Fiction with five different realistic fiction texts.
The second text set is The Importance of Determination with five different fiction
texts. The final text set is Honoring Traditions with five different fiction texts.  A
sample lesson is included with the text, which critical literacy strategies are
included, and questioning examples for teachers to use before the text, during the
text, and after the text.
Figure 5. Website aligned text sets.
Figure 6. Website sample lesson.
The final portion of the website is an Additional Resources page (see
Figure 7) for teachers to use at their own discretion if they would like to learn
more about critical literacy strategies, deepening questioning with students and
texts, or websites with diverse texts. There are articles, websites, and videos
supplied.
Figure 7. Website additional resources.
Conclusion
The goal of this Capstone Project was focused on answering the question:
How does asking questions that promote critical literacy deepen student thinking
about a text? A tall order, certainly. Many authors and professionals agreed that
deepening the questioning of our students builds up their ability to comprehend
text and actually has a large impact on how they question texts themselves.
Teachers need resources that are easily accessible and are laid out for them with
text examples as well as comprehension questions and critical literacy strategies
are all embedded.
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